Regarding PA school, I had a recent IM session with a ’04 grad who said PA is very competitive. Here is our “IMversation”: 

alumna: and I found out on Thursday of last week that I was accepted into Northeastern's PA program

alumna: so I sent in my deposit and acceptance letter

Story: Hey, that's great. I'm learning more about PAS, apparently there is a lot of competition to get in, is that right?

alumna: ya big time

alumna: at UNE there were 650 applicant, around 100 interviews and 35 spots

Story: wow, amazing

alumna: I am not sure how many applicants applied to northeastern, but there were around 100 interviews and only 34 students

alumna: grades and letters are key in getting the interviews but experience goes a LONG ways

alumna: I would advise any student to start working in a hospital or any job with patient care as early as possible, even the summer after freshman year is not too early

Story: do the schools publish average GPAs/GREs and stuff like that?

alumna: actually neither une or northeastern require gre's

alumna: definately some do, duke, emory, and what not

alumna: northeastern is actually one of the top 10 or 15 pa schools in the nation cus it is affiliated with harvard med, and new england medical center, and tufts med

Story: you da man

Story: i'm psyched for you. where do you read about the "levels" of pa schools?

alumna: AAPA.org is a great site

alumna: it has links to all the programs in the nation

And, here is my question with three responses (A1-A3)  from the advisors listserv, with identifying info removed to protect the innocent.
Q: I have a couple of students interested in PA school. One recently asked the

following question, which I pass on to the listserv: Is there a good source

of comparative information about the competitiveness of various schools,

analogous to MSAR? My advisee and I would be grateful for information you

may have. Any general comments you may have about students applying to PA

school would probably also be of wide interest, I suspect. Thanks!

A: It seems as if I get questions about PA on a daily basis from my students. There are so many more potential students than there are PA programs, at least in Mass. I suggest you purchase the on-line PA Programs directory from aapa.org . The following is quoted from that site: 

"APAP publishes two directories each year: the APAP Faculty Directory, containing faculty contact information and other resource material, and this PA Programs Directory. Both are now available on-line for APAP members and subscribers. Another useful publication is the Annual Report on Physician Assistant Educational Programs in the United States, which contains information on faculty, programs, student characteristics, practice specialties and settings, and the geographic distribution of PA graduates. The report is also available on-line in the Member's Only section of APAP's home page, www.apap.org."

A2: There is a website designed to inform students/faculty about specifics

of existing PA programs but I believe there is a subscription fee

($35/year) required to access the site and information as a member.  The

organization is the Association of Physician Assistant Programs and the

url is:

http://www.apap.org/

There may be other free sites available out there but this one is

probably the most comprehensive.

A3: I forwarded this e-mail on PA rankings to a recent applicant of mine who got into every PA school he applied to including Yale and Emory.  Here is what he said.

From: [deleted]

Sent: Tue 2/7/2006 9:30 AM

To: [deleted]

Subject: Re: [NEAAHP] PA school ratings?

The only rankings for PA school are those done by US NEWS and World Report.  They are bogus as they are subjective (relying on admissions directors analysis only) and only take into account Master's degree programs.  The best program in the country right now is a 2-year associates program.  The fact is, all schools that are accredited MUST teach the same material for the PANCE exam.  The rest is all interpersonal issues or schools focusing on aspects that students are interested in (for example, Emory has a public health focus, Yale has a surgery and EM focus).   

The best place to get feedback on the schools by students who attend them, along with practicing PAs, is www.physicianassistant.net  

They have an extensive discussion of just about every school in the country and with over 7000 members, just about any question can be answered.

